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and plying your task hard. Mr. Williams will probably
ground you more perfectly in the grammar of the classi-
cal languages than has hitherto been done, and this you
will at first find but dry work. But there are many in-
dispensable reasons why you must bestow the utmost
attention upon it. A perfect knowledge of the classical
languages has been fixed upon, and not without good
reason, as the mark of a well-educated young man; and
though people may have scrambled into distinction with-
out it, it is always with the greatest difficulty, just like
climbing over a wall, instead of giving your ticket at the
door. Perhaps you may think another proof of a youth's
talents might have been adopted; but what good will
arise from your thinking so, if the general practice of
society has fixed on this particular branch of knowledge
as the criterion? Wheat or barley were as good grain,
I suppose, as sesamum ; but it was only to sesamum that
the talisman gave way, and the rock opened; and it is
equally certain that, if you are not a well-founded gram-
matical scholar in Greek and Latin, you will in vain
present other qualifications to distinction. Besides, the
study of grammar, from its very asperities, is calculated
to teach youth that patient labor which is necessary to
the useful exertion of the understanding upon every other
branch of knowledge; and your great deficiency is want
of steadiness and of resolute application to the dry as
well as the interesting parts of your learning. But ex-
erting yourself, as I have no doubt you will do, under
the direction of so learned a man and so excellent a
teacher as Mr. Williams, and being without the tempta-
tions to idleness which occurred at home, I have every
reason to believe that to your natural quickness you will
presently add such a habit of application and steadiness,
as will make you a respected member of society, perhaps
a distinguished one. It is very probable that the whole
success of your future life may depend on the manner in
which you employ the next two years/ and I am there-how off his
